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Abstract

The Prophet, upon ascending to the highest companion, established concrete
safeguards and robust fortifications to preserve his tradition, akin to the Quran, its divisions,
and the protection of it from any distortion or intrusion. This endeavor was pursued by his
companions and their successors, who diligently engaged in listening to and transmitting
these traditions, forming an impregnable fortress for the preservation of the Sunnah,
ensuring that not a single letter would be lost. Simultaneously, the Prophet cautioned against
fabrications, preventing the introduction of any inauthentic content. The companions and
those who followed them adhered to the Messenger's commands in this crucial aspect, as they
did in all facets of their faith, thereby safeguarding the Sunnah within their hearts. They
meticulously compiled and documented these traditions on scrolls and papers, organizing
them under various topics and categories.

As innovations spread through the ranks of the Khawarij, the Rawafid, and those who
rejected preordained destinies, a phase of purification, scrutiny, and examination emerged.
Leading this charge was the Commander of the Faithful, Imam Muhammad ibn Ismail Al-
Bukhari, who authored his renowned work "Al-Sahih,” which was embraced by the ummah
with wide acceptance, deeming it the most authentic text after the Quran.
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Recognizing the significance of this book, adversaries of the faith and the Sunnah
directed their poisoned arrows towards it, seeking to undermine its status and impact. They
were joined in this effort by a faction from within the ummah, attempting to weaken or
discredit the work through baseless criticisms, fallacious arguments, and hollow objections.
Among those who criticized the book with such arguments was the author of "Hikmat al-
Bari." One of his contentions centered on the presence of unusual chains of transmission
(isnad ghareeb) within the book. This article aims to demonstrate that the rarity of a chain
does not necessarily diminish its authenticity, and that the multiplicity of routes does not
necessarily undermine it. Many narrations with diverse chains are deemed weak,
emphasizing that the credibility and precision of the narrator are the foundational criteria
for accepting a tradition. Hence, scholars have collated unusual narrations alongside
accepted types such as sahih (authentic) and hasan (good), categorizing them into various
subtypes within the unusual category. All these facets collectively affirm that the rarity of
chains does not negate their reliability. Accordingly, this issue was not criticized by any
ancient or contemporary detractors of Al-Bukhari or other hadith scholars. This reflects the
clarity and robustness of this understanding within their tradition.

Keywords: Al-Ghareeb, Al-Gharabah, Al-Sihhah, Ghara'ib al-Sahih, Al-Fard, Hadith al-
Fard.
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