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Abstract

From what is known in religion, it is imperative that the Sunnah is the second source of
Islamic legislation after the Holy Quran. Due to the significant position held by the Sunnah, it
has been and continues to be the subject of great attention from Muslim scholars in general,
and particularly from the hadith scholars. They spared no effort in preserving it, safeguarding
it from distortion by extremists, misinterpretation by the ignorant, and false claims by
impostors. Among the scholars who contributed to this aspect were the great Imam, the leader
of the hadith scholars, Muhammad ibn Ismail al-Bukhari, and Imam Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj al-
Qushayri, may Allah have mercy on them. These two Imams compiled authentic hadiths in
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their respective books, and the Muslim community unanimously agreed on the authenticity of
the narrations contained in them, as affirmed by Ibn al-Salah, al-Nawawi, al-Suyuti, al-Shafi,
and others.The Sahih of al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim have become authoritative sources for
hadith scholars, jurists, and scholars. This research aims to elucidate the status of these two
scholars and highlight some features of their books, comparing which one is superior, more
beneficial, and more significant when there is a difference of opinion. The objective of this
modest study is to compare between Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim. Scholars differ in
their general preference between the two books with three main opinions: firstly, the majority
of scholars favor Sahih al-Bukhari over Sahih Muslim; secondly, some Maghribi scholars,
and Abu Ali al-Naysaburi from the Mashriq, give preference to Sahih Muslim; and thirdly,
some argue for the equality of the two Sahihs, considering them like a pair of equal camels.
The methodology employed in this research is the analytical comparative approach. It
involves examining Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim to extract their distinctive features,
followed by a comparison of these results with the positions of contemporary scholars
regarding al-Bukhari and Muslim. This helps in understanding the merits of each book and
making a balanced comparison between them. In writing this article, I referred to several old
and contemporary sources, including Hadhi al-Sari's introduction to Fath al-Bari by Hafiz Ibn
Hajar, the conditions of the six Imams by al-Hafiz al-Maqdisi, Tadhkirat al-Huffaz by al-
Hafiz al-Dhahabi, Manahij al-Muhaddithin by Dr. Saad ibn Abdullah, Between Imamain
Muslim and al-Daraqutni by Sheikh Rabi al-Madkhali, Manahij al-Sunnah wa Masaadir
Musannifeha by Sheikh Hatim Sharif al-Awni, and al-Imam al-Bukhari wa Sahihu by Dr.
Abdul Ghani ibn Abdul Khaliq. Through this article, I conclude that Sahih al-Bukhari and
Sahih Muslim are among the greatest books written in the field of hadith, holding a
prestigious position among Muslims. Sahih al-Bukhari is deemed superior to Sahih Muslim
in terms of narrators, jurisprudence, and the conditions of narration.

Keywords: Sunnah, Writing, Sahihain (Two Sahihs), Comparison, Conditions, Narrators.
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